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Self-development to a Good Citizen: Buddhist Perspective
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Abstract

Developing of being a citizen for happily co-existence is the method that United
Nations is paying attention to. The western society gives precedence on being a citizen and the
citizen must know their role which is under the clearly scope of law. Citizen or citizenship in
Greek and Roman era, is considered as a prototype of democracy and a rapid change to city. It
makes people to understand more broadly on social situation, the result from social contact,
culture, economy and politics. Therefore, In 21™ century there are state leaders who rise up
“citizenship” as a tool for developing co-existence and supporting political system to
citizenship in democratic society. Those countries must cultivate the foundation of knowledge
(citizenship) which is stable and sustainable inherit by adhering on Buddhist perspective as it is
social capital. Promoting democracy is actually based on Buddhist principle, in crder to make
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its comes true, must rely on cooperation of people, families, schools, temples and govemment
agencies on instilling training, supporting activity and publicize people to understand the
foundation of being a good citizen under democratic system correctly and appropriately
including understanding and practicing kndwtedge on Buddhist perspactive to form the
Buddhist learning community. In Thailand, “citizen” becomes familiar word for Thai through the
political discourse after constitution of the kingdom of Thaitand edition AD.1997 as of politics
opposite pair of political representation be called “civit politics”. Hence, the level of being a
good citizen according to democratic system depends on characteristic of people’s self-
developing to be a good citizen in order to suppor; democratic system especially
understanding of Buddhist teaching moreover knowing thé level to develop the national
human resources system.

Keywords : éuddhist, Self-development, Good Citizen
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